Wading in a river can
wash away the fears

By Joyce Winslow

Trout-fishing season has begun,
along with the start of spring se-
mester. My elementary-grade stu-
dents' questions will force me into
a river with my fly rod to cast for
answers and for something more

their families safe from terrorists,
To be sure, they mimic some of
what they hear from parents, But
messages of fear and cynicism have
sunk in, affecting even how they
perceive each other,

So | have put myself in a river.
From where | stand, red-wi
blackbirds sip from a shallow, fac-
ing inward toward me. Frogs f'ust
out of hibernation twang like
plucked cellos. Baby turtles swim
in circles in the sunlight. 1 am
dressed in a vest and waders, but
I've never caught a fish, nor want
to. | know how it feels to be on the

Like many other boomers, | re-
cently witnessed my parents'
with In 2003, b?u"e

can't relate to my history lessons
aboutlddsmu;showmeballastofm?-
igrant ships or victims of sweat-
oo don't see, and so can't
how poverty affects

other children in America or brings
chaos close to home. Some of my
students have nannies. Once, when

rare: childhood innocence. The mgassedadung‘ envelope, one
kind that sounds like laughter ora child asked whether classmates
stream bubbling over stones, Ineed  had change for a $50. Two students
to fish up some innocence for chil- did. My s prize sneak-
drgrnwho lmﬁ:ilost elltf ers that %rugfer skates.
en-year-olds t ir i paradise
me they've “lived i look like designer bed-
though a lot.” They [ rooms or video ar-
tick off these words: § cades. Most cannot
gu%cidg -”“‘é’ﬁ‘i“ gwme ha:e tree or bird,
olumbine. ; Zrown a veg-
Hurricane Katrina, etable from seed.
No other group of It was easier to teach
' American pre-teens when kids had
lived through all this. parents who had come
I'm fishing for to America clutching
courage to face them & candlesticks. They
with no antidotes for 7d taught children the
their terrifying vo- E\Il/ meaning of sacrifice
cabulary, their sud- ™ - and the power of com-
den awareness of syalejandroconzales, UsATaDay So | want to
mortality and, more walk my students
dont .mﬁmfﬁm mmr?ugﬁgﬁg%ﬁunlw
on't trust the nation’s leaders to pi ing fli o
help the hurricane victims or keep et. “Each of these has angtmbus



